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wooHen goods imported through Russia and Gilan began competing in central
Persia with those of the East India Company.1
Difficulties in Persia itself, as well as in Russia, were not slow in arising.
Early in 1743 goods to the value of some 3,500 tomans were seized by the
Government in Gilan. * In November of the same year Mungo Graeme was
murdered by robbers at Samnan when returning from Mashhad to Resht.3
Further, the climate, particularly in Gilan, caused much illness and some
mortality amongst the British factors; Hanway states that five (out of a total
of sixteen) died between 1740 and 1744.*
Moreover, the manner in which the transit duty was calculated in Russia
raised it to 7 per cent, in the current Russian money, instead of the 3 per cent,
stipulated,5
As time went on, the complaints of the Russian Government grew more
and more vehement, particularly after Elton had completed his first vessel
for Nadir.6 Although Hanway had failed to persuade Elton to sever his
connection with the Persian court, further efforts were made through Lord
Tyrawley to induce him to do so.7 He was even offered a pension of £400
a year (to be leyied on the Persian trade), with the alternative of a commission
in the British Navy.8 Elton, when pressed once more to return to England,
produced a decree from Nadir, dated the 2ist November, 1745, stating that
" the properest of the Christians" was not permitted to leave Persia, as it
was necessary for him to attend the court at the next Nau Ruz and " to settle
our naval affairs on a right foundation."9
Bakunin, who had succeeded Arapov as Russian Consul at Resht, sent to
St. Petersburg in 1745 and 1746 two long reports containing accusations
against Elton. Copies of these reports, couched in very Russified German,
were communicated by the Russian Government to Lord Tyrawley and his
successor, the Earl of Hyndford,10 Lord Hyndford formed the opinion that
the agitation against Elton was engineered largely by the enemies of Bestuzhev
(who had been responsible, on the Russian side, for the conclusion of the 1734
treaty) .n However that may have been, the situation went from bad to worse.
1 See p. 285 above.
1 Gombroon Diary, 4th/i5th January, 1743.   The Agent remarked, with a certain satisfaction,
that " paying Customs (in Persia) proves no Exemption from Impositions, and it is not Our
Masters that suffer only in such Calamitous Times."
8 Hanway, Vol. II, p. 24.   See also the letter from Gombroon to London (apparently written early
in 1744), in Vol. XV of the Persia and Persian Gulf Records.
4 Hanway, Vol. I, p. 221.
«This duty was payable in rix-dollars (reicbsthalers).   See the Petition from the Russia Company
to the King in Council, a copy of which was sent by Whitehall to St Petersburg on the
3oth July, 1742 (S.P. 91, Vol. XXXI).
1 Lerch, when at Darband, saw an i8-gun frigate which Elton had built.   Elton was tiien (1745)*
Lerch said, an admiral, but he was, nominally at any rate, under the " Over-Admiral/' Mirza
Muhammad Khan, who was also Governor of Baku.   At that time, two frigates and four
smaller vessels were said to be finished, while other ships were under construction,   (BfSs-
ching's Magazin, VoL X, p. 404.)	.
7 James  O'Hara, Baron Tyrawley, was Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at
St. Petersburg from 1743 to 1745,
I	Hanway, VoL II, p. 34.
" Lord Hyndford, in his despatch of the 22nd November /3rd December, 1745, forwarded these
reports to London, where they were examined by the Russia Company,
II	See Lord Hyndford's despatch referred to above.

